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Sh. Ali Suleiman Ali

MFS Office: (313) 366-6800
(9a-5p Mon-Fri)
MCWS Office: (734) 467-7704
Monday-Wednesday 5pm-8pm
Thursdays 10am-3pm & between
Maghrib and Isha
Saturdays & Sundays 11am to 4pm
Please make an appointment before coming.
Check his full schedule on the web. For more info go to:
www.mcws.org/imam

Visit us online at www.mcws.org
(734) 467-7704

July/August 2020
Ramadan and Eid ul Fitr 2020
Ramadan and Eid ul Fitr 2020 was very unique in so many ways. Due to the pandemic we faced a very different kind of
challenge on how to observe Ramadan holistically and celebrate Eid while following the pandemic safety guidelines.
MCWS wanted our community to feel connected to the masjid even though we couldn't be there in person. The plan was
to continue the tradition of offering beneficial programs, and it was done through Zoom and the MCWS YouTube channel throughout Ramadan. Alhamdulillah we were able to successfully host daily Quran recitations by Qari Noman Ilyas
and Sheikh Hasan, daily Quran tafseer by Sheikh Ali, Ramadan reflections by Sheikh Hasan, and many youth programs.
Fundraising for various organizations was also held on Zoom alhamdulillah.
To make Eid feel special, an Eid khatira was given by Sheikh Ali and Sheikh Hasan on Eid Day, followed by an Eid
drive through Celebration in the afternoon. With the help of many amazing volunteers we were able to pack and distribute approximately 1700 gift bags . All the hard work paid off when we saw the community members drive by with their
families in their beautifully decorated cars and Eid spirits. Being able to see and greet our beloved imams multiplied
their Eid joy. The masjid parking lot was decorated with balloon arches and a happy Eid sign on the masjids front lawn.
Two large photo booths were constructed and decorated to take pictures of each passing car. In all, it turned out to be a
blessed day with the MCWS community and an opportunity from Allah to be able to spread Eid cheer in a small way .
Although we had to spend this Ramadan and Eid at home, unable to see our friends and family at taraweeh, not being
able to attend any masjid iftars, or Eid Salah, praying at home had its own blessings and brought families together for
ibadah. This Ramadan and Eid served as a reminder of what a great blessing it is to be able to attend taraweeh, suhoors,
iftars and qiyams at the masjid, and the feeling of unity at Eid salah. May we come out of this pandemic with health and
always remembering our blessings and never taking the masjid for granted. We make dua that may Allah remove this
trial and may we meet again at the masjid in happier times very soon. Ameen.
Khadija Peracha
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MCWS needs your support
Masjid Donation : Please support your Masjid financially by donating online thru mcws.org.
We count on your regular donations to sustain our monthly operational expenses.
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Muharram: Between Fact and Fiction
By Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani
Muharram is the month with which the Muslims begin their lunar Hijri calendar. It is one of the four sanctified months about which
the Holy Quran says, “The number of months according to Allah is twelve (mentioned) in the Book of Allah on the day He created
the heavens and the earth. Among these (twelve months) there are four sanctified.”
These four months, according to the authentic traditions, are Dhu ’l-Qa‘dah, Dhu ’l-Hijjah, Muharram, and Rajab. All the commentators of the Holy Quran agree upon this point because the Holy Prophet (upon him blessings and peace) during his sermon on the
occasion of his last Hajj declared: “One year consists of twelve months, of which four are sanctified months. Three of them are in
sequence: Dhu ’l-Qa‘dah, Dhu ’l-Hijjah, Muharram, and the fourth is Rajab.”
The specific mention of these four months does not imply that no other month is sanctified because the month of Ramadan is admittedly the most sanctified month in the year. Rather, these four months are specifically termed as sanctified months for the simple
reason that their sanctity was accepted even by the pagans of Makkah.
In fact, every month out of the twelve is intrinsically equal to the other, and there is no inherent sanctity that may be attributed to one
of them in comparison to the other months. When Allah Almighty chooses a particular time for His special blessings the same acquires sanctity out of His grace.
Thus, the sanctity of these four months was recognized right from the days of Sayyiduna Ibrahim, upon him be peace. Since the pagans of Makkah attributed themselves to Sayyiduna Ibrahim, upon him be peace, they observed the sanctity of these four months
and, despite their frequent tribal battles, held it unlawful to fight in them.
In the Shari‘ah of our Noble Prophet, upon him blessings and peace, the sanctity of the months was upheld and the Holy Quran referred to them as the “sanctified months” (ashhur hurum).
Muharram has certain other characteristics special to it, which are specified below.
Fasting During the Month
The Noble Prophet, upon him blessings and peace, has said: “The best fasts after the fasts of Ramadan are those of the month of Muharram.”
Although the fasts of the month of Muharram are not obligatory, yet one who fasts in these days out of his own will is entitled to a
great reward by Allah Almighty.
The hadith cited above signifies that the fasts of the month of Muharram are the most rewarding of the nafl(or voluntary) fasts. The
hadith does not mean that the award promised for fasting in Muharram can be achieved only by fasting for the entire month. On the
contrary, each fast during this month has merit. Therefore, one should avail of each opportunity as much as he can.
The Day of ‘Ashura
Although Muharram is a sanctified month as a whole, the 10th day of Muharram is the most sacred of all its days. This day is called
‘Ashurah. According to the noble Companion Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him), when the Holy Prophet (upon him blessings and peace) migrated to Madinah he found that the Jews of Madinah used to fast on the 10th day of Muharram. They said that it
was the day on which the Holy Prophet Musa (Moses), upon him be peace, and his followers crossed the Red Sea miraculously and
the Pharaoh was drowned in its waters. On hearing this from the Jews, the Holy Prophet, upon him blessings and peace, said, “We
are certainly closer to Musa (upon him be peace) than you,” and directed the Muslims to fast on the day of ‘Ashura. (Abu Dawud)
It is also reported in a number of authentic traditions that in the beginning, fasting on the day of ‘Ashura was obligatory upon Muslims. It was only later that the fasts of Ramadan were made obligatory and the fast on the day of ‘Ashura was made optional. Sayyidatuna ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, has said:
“When the Prophet, upon him blessings and peace, came to Madinah, he fasted on the day of ‘Ashura and directed the people to fast.
But when the fasts of Ramadan were made obligatory, the obligation of fasting was confined to Ramadan and the obligatory nature
of the fast of ‘Ashura was abandoned. Whoever so desires should fast on it and whoever so likes can avoid fasting on it.” (Abu
Dawud)
Continued on page 8
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However, the Holy Prophet (upon him blessings and peace) used to fast on the day of ‘Ashura even after the fasting of Ramadan was
made
obligatory. ‘Abdullah
ibn Musa, may Allah be pleased with him, reports that the Holy Prophet, upon him blessings and peace,
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preferred the fast of ‘Ashura over the fasts of other days and preferred the fasts of Ramadan over the fast of ‘Ashura. (Bukhari and
Muslim)
In short, it is established through a number of authentic hadith that fasting on the day of ‘Ashura is asunnah of the Holy Prophet, upon
him blessings and peace, and makes one entitled to a great reward.
According to another hadith, it is more advisable that the fast of ‘Ashura either be preceded or followed by another fast. This means
that one should fast two days: the 9th and 10th of Muharram, or the 10th and 11th. The reason for this additional fast as mentioned by
the Holy Prophet, upon him blessings and peace, is that the Jews used to fast on the day of ‘Ashura alone, and the Holy Prophet (upon
him blessings and peace) wanted to distinguish between the Muslim method of fasting and that of the Jews. Therefore, he advised the
Muslims to add another fast to that of ‘Ashura.
Some traditions signify another feature of the day of ‘Ashura. According to these traditions, one should be more generous to his family
by providing more food to them on this day as compared to other days. These traditions are not rigorously authentic according to the
principles of hadith criticism. Yet, some scholars like Bayhaqi and Ibn Hibban have accepted them as reliable.
What is mentioned above is all that is supported through authentic sources about ‘Ashura.
Misconceptions and Baseless Traditions
There are some legends and misconceptions with regard to ‘Ashura that have managed to find their way into the minds of the uneducated and have no support from authentic Islamic sources. Some very common misconceptions amongst them include the idea that it is
the day on which Adam (upon him be peace) was created. Or that it is the day when Ibrahim (upon him be peace) was born. Or that it
is the day when Allah accepted the repentance of Sayyiduna Adam, upon him be peace. Or that it is the day when Qiyamah
(Doomsday) will take place. Or, lastly, that whoever takes a bath on the day of ‘Ashura will never get ill. All these and other similar
whims and fancies are totally baseless and the traditions referred to in this respect are not worthy of any credit.
Some people take it as a sunnah to prepare a particular type of meal on the day of ‘Ashura. This practice, too, has no basis in the authentic Islamic sources.
Some other people attribute the sanctity of ‘Ashura to the martyrdom of Sayyiduna Husayn, may Allah be pleased with him, during his
battle with the Syrian army. No doubt, the martyrdom of Sayyiduna Husayn, may Allah be pleased with him, is one of the most tragic
episodes of our history. Yet, the sanctity of ‘Ashura cannot be ascribed to this event for the simple reason that the sanctity of ‘Ashura
was established during the days of the Holy Prophet, upon him blessings and peace, much earlier than the birth of Sayyiduna Husayn,
may Allah be pleased with him. On the contrary, it is one of the merits of Sayyiduna Husayn, may Allah be pleased with him, that his
martyrdom took place on the day of ‘Ashura.
Another misconception about the month of Muharram is the idea that it is an evil or unlucky month because Sayyiduna Husayn, may
Allah be pleased with him, was killed in it. It is due to this misconception that people avoid holding marriage ceremonies in the month
of Muharram. This is again a baseless concept, which is contrary to the express teachings of the Holy Quran and the Sunnah. If the
death of an eminent person on a particular day renders that day unlucky for all times to come, one can hardly find a day of the year free
from this bad luck because every day is associated with the demise of some eminent person. The Holy Quran and the Sunnah of the
Holy Prophet, upon him blessings and peace, have liberated us from such superstitious beliefs.
Lamentations and Mourning
Another wrong practice related to this month is to hold lamentation and mourning ceremonies in the memory of the martyrdom of Sayyiduna Husayn, may Allah be pleased with him. As mentioned earlier, the event of Karbala is one of the most tragic events of our history, but the Holy Prophet (upon him blessings and peace) has forbidden us from holding mourning ceremonies on the death of any
person. The people of Jahiliyyah (the days of ignorance) used to mourn their deceased through loud lamentations, tearing their clothes,
and beating their cheeks and chests. The Holy Prophet, upon him blessings and peace, prevented the Muslims from it all and directed
them to observe patience by exclaiming “Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji‘un” (We are indeed Allah’s and to Him shall we return).
A number of authentic hadiths are available on the subject. To quote only one of them:
“He is not from us who slaps his checks, tears his clothes, and cries in the manner of the people of Jahiliyyah (the Age of Ignorance).” (Sahih Bukhari)
All the authentic jurists are unanimous on the point that the mourning of this type is impermissible. Even Sayyiduna Husayn (may Allah be pleased with him) shortly before his demise had advised his beloved sister Sayyidah Zaynab (may Allah be pleased with her) not
to mourn over his death in this manner. He said, “My dear sister! I swear upon you that in case I die you shall not tear your clothes, nor
scratch your face, nor curse anyone for me or pray for your death.” (al-Kamil, Ibn al-Athir 4:24)
It is evident from this advice of Sayyiduna Husayn, may Allah be pleased with him, that this type of mourning was condemned by
even the same blessed person for the memory of whom these mourning ceremonies are held. Every Muslim should avoid this practice
and abide by the teachings of the Holy Prophet, upon him blessings and peace, and his beloved grandchild Sayyiduna Husayn, may
Allah be pleased with him.
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41700 W. Six Mile Road, Ste. 101
Northville, Michigan 48168
(248) 380-0000 x 3203
TARIQ HAFEEZ has joined Fausone Bohn LLP.
Serving clients throughout the metro Detroit area.
www.fb-firm.com
thafeez@fb-firm.com

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

HEALTH CARE LAW
HEALTH CARE FRAUD DEFENSE
DIVORCE/FAMILY LAW
BUSINESS LAW
CRIMINAL
PROFESSIONAL LICENSE DEFENSE
WILLS & TRUSTS/PROBATE
REAL ESTATE LAW
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Mamnoon A. Siddiqui, DDS, MS

...for the Smile of a lifetime!
Board certified orthodontist specialized in
Orthodontics for children and adults
• Complete family orthodontic care including
regular braces, clear braces and invisalign
• Flexible, interest free payment options
• Convenient appointments including Saturdays
• Most insurance plans accepted

Mention this ad to receive a free orthodontic
examination, orthodontic records and
consultation (a $250 value) for MCWS members
401 N. Canton Center Rd.
Canton, MI 48187
(734) 697-1979

2211 Monroe Street
Dearborn, MI 48124
(313) 565-0880

27250 Wixom Rd. #B
Novi, MI 48374
(248) 916-9120

We offer the following
services:

•
•
•
•
•

Complete Eye Exams

WITH 2 OFFICES TO SERVE YOU!

Laser Surgery
Cataract Surgery
Diabetic Exam

Brownstown
19335 Allen Rd.
(734) 479-5580

Wayne
4020 Venoy Rd.
(734) 595-9422

All Ages Welcome

…..and much more

We accept most major insurances
*Special rates available for these without insurance
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Huma Khan, M.D.
Family Medicine
Dr. Khan is a family medicine physician who
provides comprehensive care for all ages in
the community. She believes in educating
patients, working with them to achieve goals
they set for themselves.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dr. Khans’s qualifications include:
Medical Degree from Baqai Medical University, Karachi,
Pakistan
Family medicine residency at Marquette General Hospital
Obstetrics fellowship at University of New Mexico
Diploma in Public Health at University of New Mexico
Completed the Beaumont Physician Leadership Academy

Services and special interest

Comprehensive primary care for all ages and genders
Compassionate OB care from before conception till birth,
continuing after with the care of the newborn
All kinds of office procedures such as joint injections, mole
removals, IUDs, Nexplanon and more
Preventative care for men, women, and children

Beaumont Haggerty Medical Associates
2050 Haggerty Rd, Suite 220
Canton MI. 48187
734-446-9757

ABDU MARKET

313-366-2310 Office Helon Rahman B.S.M.S
248-766-4916 Cell
Funeral Director

OPEN: 7 DAYS A WEEK
10AM-9PM
42468 Cherry Hill Rd
Canton, MI 48187

www.rahmanfuneral.com

Zabiha Halal Meat Market

We carry top quality Beef, Lamb, and Goat.
Crescent & Amish poultry items.
Pakistani
/
Indian Special
/ Arabicfor
groceries
/ sweets /
New Patient
MCWS/ spices
Members
Breads and fresh produces

Tel: 734-335-7308
or
734-335-7519
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RAHMAN
Funeral Home
12924 Jos Campau
Detroit, Michigan 48212
Courteous, Accommodating,
Dependable, Affordable
24 Hours/ 7 Days a Week Service
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29707 West Ten Mile Road
Farmington Hills, MI 48336
(248) 426 7360, www.tawheedcenter.org
Friday Prayers:
1st: 12:45 PM, 2nd: 1:45 PM

5840 N. Canton Center Road
Canton MI 48187
www.cicmi.org
Friday Prayers:
Khutbah @ 2:00 PM

Muslim Community Association of Ann Arbor
2301 Plymouth Rd.,
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
(734) 665-6772, http://www.mca-aa.org/
Friday Prayers:
1st: 12:00 PM, 2nd: 1:30 PM

Masjid Bilal Canton
1525 N. Ridge Road
Canton, MI 48187
(734) 340-9575, http://www.masjidbilalmi.org
Friday Prayers:
1st: 1:05 PM, 2nd: 2:05 PM

Unity Center of Bloomfield Hills
1830 West Square Lake Road,
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302
(248) 857-9200, http://www.muslimunitycenter.org/

Masjid Bilal Ypsilanti
4891 W. Michigan Ave.
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
(734) 337-3215, http://www.masjidbilalmi.org
Friday Prayers:
1st: 1:05 PM, 2nd: 2:05 PM

Friday Prayers:
1st: 12:30 PM, 2nd: 1:40 PM

Friday Prayers:
1st: 12:45 PM

Islamic Association of Ypsilanti
315 S. Ford Blvd.
Ypsilanti, MI 48198
(734) 483-2535, http://www.themasjidibrahim.org
Friday Prayers:
1st: 1:30 PM

Islamic Association of Greater Detroit (IAGD)
865 W. Auburn Road,
Rochester Hills, MI 48307
(248) 852-5657, www.iagd.net

Al-Taqwa Islamic Center
30069 Cherry Hill Road
Inkster, MI 48141
(313) 999-6969, www.altaqwaislamiccenter.org

Friday Prayers:
1st: 12:45 PM, 2nd: 2:15 PM

Friday Prayers:
1st: 1:30 PM

Masjid Madinatul Ilm (MMI)
37775 Palmer Road,
Westland, MI 4818

American Muslim Center (AMC)
21110 Outer Drive
Dearborn, MI 48124

Masjid Umar-bin-Khattab of Brownstown
18170 Rancho Rd.,
Brownstown , MI 48302
(734) 281-8050, http://brownstown-masjid.com/

(734) 834.9294, http://www.masjidmadinatulilm.com/

(313) 565-9314, http://www.americanmuslimcenter.org

Friday Prayers:
Speech: 2:00 PM , Salat2:30 PM

Friday Prayers:
1st: 1:30 PM
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